
 

Living Water for Thirsty Souls 
A Reflection on John 4:5–42 

 

There are moments in Scripture where the glory of Christ shines with particular warmth. 
John 4 is one of those passages. At a well in Samaria, under the heat of the midday sun, the 
Son of God meets a thirsty soul. What unfolds is a revelation of sovereign grace, true worship, 
and the global reach of the precious good news of God’s grace in Christ. 

John tells us that these things are written “so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31). This encounter 
at Jacob’s well serves that very purpose in the most intimate of ways.  

Let us walk through the text and behold the Blessed Savior who furnishes living water to His 
own, no matter where they find themselves. 
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A Divine Appointment in Samaria 

John 4:4 tells us that Jesus “had to pass through Samaria.” Geographically, there were alternate 
routes. The necessity here is theological. This was a divine appointment. 

Samaria had a complicated history. After the Assyrian conquest of the northern kingdom in 
722 B.C., foreign peoples were resettled in the land, leading to intermarriage and mixed 
worship practices, as described in 2 Kings 17. Deep tensions developed between Jews and 
Samaritans. Yet none of this prevented the Savior from going exactly where grace intended 
Him to go. 

Jesus arrives at Jacob’s well, weary from His journey. His true humanity is on display. He asks 
a Samaritan woman, “Give me a drink.” 

In that simple request, barriers fall. Ethnic tension, social custom, and personal shame do not 
hinder Christ’s pursuit. Luke 19:10 reminds us, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” He still does. 

 

The Gift of Living Water 

Jesus quickly moves from physical thirst to spiritual thirst. 

“If you knew the gift of God,” He says, “you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.” 

In the Old Testament, God is described as the fountain of living waters (Jeremiah 2:13). Isaiah 
55:1 calls the thirsty to come freely and drink. Now, standing beside a centuries-old well, Jesus 
declares that He Himself gives the water that truly satisfies. 

“Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.” 

Earthly wells must be revisited daily. The water Christ gives becomes “a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.” Later in John 7:37–39, we learn that this living water refers to the 
life-giving work of the Holy Spirit. 

The human heart was made for God. No earthly source can permanently satisfy. Only Christ 
quenches the deepest thirst. 
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Truth That Brings Life 

When Jesus tells the woman to call her husband, the conversation turns deeply personal. He 
reveals her past with perfect knowledge and gentle authority. 

“You have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband.” 

Hebrews 4:13 declares that all things are naked and exposed before the Lord. Yet exposure in 
the hands of Christ is not destruction. It is deliverance. The living water flows where sin is 
brought into the light. 

The discussion turns to worship. The woman asks about the proper location. Mount Gerizim 
or Jerusalem? 

Jesus answers with sweeping clarity: “The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.” 

True worship is not confined to geography. It is grounded in truth and animated by the Spirit. 
Psalm 145:18 says, “The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth.” Through Christ, access to 
the Father is opened. He is the promised Messiah, and He reveals Himself plainly: “I who 
speak to you am he.” 

Christ stands at the well. 

 

From Thirsty Soul to Bold Witness 

The woman leaves her water jar and goes into town. 

That detail is rich with meaning. The reason she came to the well is eclipsed by the One she 
has found. She tells the people, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be 
the Christ?” 

Her testimony is simple. It is centered on Christ.  

Psalm 66:16 captures the same spirit: “Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell 
what he has done for my soul.” 

When grace transforms the heart, witness follows naturally. 
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The Fields White for Harvest 

As the disciples return, Jesus speaks of food they do not yet understand. “My food is to do the 
will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.” 

Then He lifts their eyes. “Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for 
harvest.” 

The Samaritans are coming out of the town. The nations are in view. Psalm 2:8 promises the 
Messiah the nations as His inheritance. The harvest in Samaria anticipates the global mission 
later declared in Acts 1:8. 

Grace does not stop at one well. It flows outward. In fact, grace is a mighty river of living 
water! 

 

 
The Savior of the World 

Many Samaritans believe because of the woman’s testimony. Many more believe because of 
His word. Their confession is profound: “We know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

That title stretches far beyond local boundaries. First John 4:14 declares, “The Father has sent 
his Son to be the Savior of the world.” 

What began as a private conversation became a public awakening. One thirsty sinner met the 
Fountain of Life, and a community was changed. 

 
Come to the Well 

John 4 reveals a Savior who seeks, a gift that satisfies, truth that liberates, worship that 
transforms, and a harvest that gathers. 

Christ still meets thirsty souls. He still exposes sin in order to heal. He still gives living water 
through His Spirit. He still gathers worshipers who worship in spirit and truth. 

Revelation 22:17 extends the gospel call: “Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
desires take the water of life without price.” 

Come to the well. Come to Christ. Drink deeply of the living water that is Christ the Lord! 
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At the heart of Redeemer’s ministry is the steady pastoral leadership of Jason K. Boothe, who serves as 
pastor of Redeemer Church in Piketon, Ohio. Known for his warm, Gospel-centered preaching and 
careful exposition of Scripture, Pastor Boothe consistently points listeners to the finished work of Jesus 
Christ as the foundation of the Christian life. His ministry emphasizes the sufficiency of Christ, the 
comfort of God’s promises, and the assurance believers have through faith alone. Through preaching, 
teaching, and pastoral care, he seeks to help ordinary people see the extraordinary grace of God at work 
in His Word and in their daily lives. 
 
 
Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 
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