
There is a sweetness in the gospel that is meant to be tasted deeply. In 1 Peter 2:2-10, the Apostle Peter
reminds believers that the Christian life is sustained by the sovereign grace of God from beginning to end.
Peter begins with the image of a newborn child:

“Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation” (1 Peter
2:2).
Just as a newborn instinctively hungers for nourishment, the believer who has encountered Christ begins
to desire Him. Peter roots this desire in experience:

“If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good” (1 Peter 2:3).
Those who have tasted the mercy of God continue to hunger for His Word, growing in holiness as they are
nourished by His truth.
Peter then shifts to the image of construction:

“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious” (1 Peter 2:4).
Jesus Christ is the living cornerstone of God’s eternal building project. Though rejected by men, He was
chosen and exalted by the Father. Peter declares that believers themselves are now being built upon Him:
“You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house” (1 Peter 2:5).
God takes sinners, makes them alive in Christ, and joins them together as His spiritual house and holy
priesthood. Through Christ, believers have access to God and offer worship as those who have received
mercy.
The heart of the passage shines brightly in verses 9 and 10:

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession.”
What glorious language of grace. Believers are chosen by God, brought near through Christ, and made His
treasured people. Why has God done this?
“That you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
Salvation leads to proclamation. God rescues sinners so that His glory may be displayed through
transformed lives.
Peter closes with one of the clearest summaries of redemption in Scripture:

“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:10).
That is the heartbeat of the gospel: mercy received. Because of mercy, believers hunger for the Word, are
built into God’s spiritual house, and belong to Him forever. The church is built by God Himself, upheld by
His grace, and founded securely upon Christ alone, the living stone, chosen and precious.
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As sinners saved by God’s grace in Christ and blessed with ALL spiritual blessings in Christ, we
ought to strive to be moral and sincere in all things we say and do for the glory of God in Christ. We
also ought to encourage and promote morality among those who are yet lost and unregenerate,
knowing that it is better for us to live in a society where people seek to be law-abiding and
charitable towards one another rather than one where people are criminal and totally selfish. But
here is the most important truth that we as God’s witnesses on earth must try to make clear. Our
morality and sincerity do not make up or contribute to our righteousness before God. This
accomplishment and distinction go only to Christ, the Lord our Righteousness. We agree with King
David who described “the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without
works” (Rom. 4:6). Also, our morality and sincerity cannot give us spiritual life or purify our hearts
before God. Only God can create within His people a clean heart, a heart purified by the Spirit’s
application of the blood of Christ through God-given faith in Him (Ezek. 36:26-27; John 1:12-13). Man
by nature thinks that if he sincerely tries to do his best, he will be right with God and enter heaven’s
glory. But the reality is that no amount of morality as judged by men and no degree of sincerity can
accomplish what Christ alone has done for and in His people in salvation. It is all of God’s grace
based upon Christ’s obedience unto death. And when it comes to God’s judgment, all who appear
before Him and plead their morality and sincerity as recommending them to God will be sadly
astonished to hear Him “profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work
iniquity” (Matt. 7:23). The truth about man’s natural morality and sincerity is that, in his natural
depravity (spiritual death and unbelief), all that he does that appears to be moral and sincere in
man’s sight is sin, iniquity and dead works in God’s sight.
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The Church at Worship
Sunday May 10, 2025

11:30 AM

Announcements

Call to Worship 

Pastoral Prayer............................................................................................................................................................................Keith Boothe

#Hymn 152 “To God Be The Glory”          
                                                                      
Psalm Reading ...........................................................................................................................................................................Greg Flannery

#Hymn 45 “Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee”

Sermon ......................................................................................................................................................................................... Jason Boothe

# Hymn 162 “Grace Greater Than Our Sin”

Closing Prayer ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Keith Boothe    

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®),
© 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Have you ever watched a baby drink milk from a bottle? Babies become hungry because they are
growing. They need nourishment every day. In our Scripture passage, Peter says:
“Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk” (1 Peter 2:2).

Peter teaches us that Christians should desire God’s Word the way a baby desires milk. When God
saves us and gives us new life in Jesus Christ, He also gives us a growing love for Him. As we read
the Bible, pray, worship, and learn about Jesus, we grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. 

Peter also tells us that Jesus is the “living stone” chosen and precious to God. A cornerstone is the
most important stone in a building because everything else is built around it. Jesus is the
foundation of our lives. God is building His church through Jesus Christ.

Peter says believers are “living stones.” That means every Christian is part of God’s spiritual house.
God lovingly places each believer exactly where they belong. Every child, parent, grandparent, and
church member who trusts in Christ is part of the family of God.
What a wonderful gift that is!

Then Peter gives believers some beautiful names:
A chosen people
A royal priesthood
A holy nation
God’s own possession

These words remind us that God loves His people and calls them His own. Through Jesus, we
belong to God forever. Peter explains why God saves His people:
“That you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light” (1 Peter 2:9).
God calls us to tell others about His goodness and grace. We can do this by speaking kindly, helping
others, obeying God’s Word, and telling people about Jesus. The passage ends with a beautiful
reminder:
“Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy” (1 Peter 2:10).
Mercy means God shows love and kindness to sinners through Jesus Christ. Because of God’s
mercy, we are forgiven, loved, and welcomed into His family.

Think About It
Do you spend time reading God’s Word each day?
How can you tell others about Jesus this week?
What are some ways God has shown mercy and kindness to you?
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