
1 John 3:1-3

There is a day coming when we shall see our Savior. The burdens we carry will finally be laid down, and
the sin that troubles our hearts will trouble us no more. Christ will appear, and His people will be made
like Him. What a precious hope God has given His children!

This Sunday, we turn to 1 John 3:1–3, where the apostle begins by calling us to behold the Father’s love:
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God.” Every blessing that follows rests upon that gracious love. Our place in God’s family has been
secured through Jesus Christ, and even now, amid our weakness and struggles, we belong to Him.

Yet there is more to come. John writes, “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be.” We still experience the sorrow and frailty of life in a fallen world. We bury
those we love. We battle sins we long to leave behind. We feel the passing years. Through it all, the
promise stands: “when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

Our hope rests in the living Christ and His promised bodily return. The Saviour who rose from the
grave will come again, and the redemption He purchased for His people will reach its glorious
completion. We shall behold Him with joy.

That expectation also shapes how we live today. John tells us that everyone who has this hope in Christ
“purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” The assurance of His appearing stirs our desire to walk faithfully
with Him now. Grace teaches us to love the holiness we shall one day possess in its fullness.

As we gather for worship, may the Lord turn our eyes toward that promised day. Our Father’s love is
certain. His children are secure in Christ. And when He shall appear, we shall be like Him. - JB
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Prelude                                                                                                                                        Cody Conners

Call to Worship                                                                                                                           Jason Boothe
Psalm 34:1-10,22

Opening Hymn
“Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” • Sing! Hymnal #10

Scripture Reading                                                                                                                     Greg Flannery
Revelation 7:9-17

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                            Keith Boothe          
Matthew 5:1-12

Pastoral Prayer                                                                                                                            Keith Boothe

Hymn of Preparation
“I Cannot Tell” • Sing! Hymnal #154

Preaching of the Word                                                                                                               Jason Boothe
“We He Shall Appear”
1 John 3:1-3

Closing Hymn
“It Is Well With My Soul” • Sing! Hymnal #687

Benediction                                                                                                                                  Keith Boothe
“Now Unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever, Amen.” 
— Jude 24,25
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Have you ever wondered what you will be like when you are older? Perhaps you imagine driving your first car or finding
a job you enjoy. Growing up brings plenty of questions. Sometimes those questions are exciting. Sometimes they make
us nervous.

God has not told us every detail about our future. But He has given those who trust in Christ a wonderful promise:
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

Before John tells us what Christians will become, he reminds us who we are now: God’s children. Think about how
much effort people put into being accepted. You might feel pressure to wear certain clothes or act a certain way so
that others will include you. That can be exhausting.

God’s love comes to us freely through Jesus Christ. We could never earn our place in His family. Jesus lived in perfect
righteousness, died for the sins of His people, and rose again. Our acceptance with God rests upon Him. If you are
trusting in Christ, you belong to a Father who knows you completely and cares for you. You can bring Him the worries
you find difficult to explain to anyone else.

Jesus Will Come Again
Jesus truly rose from the dead, and He will truly return. When He appears, His people will see Him.
John also says that “we shall be like him.” That does not mean we will become God. It means that Christ will make His
people holy and free from sin, and our resurrected bodies will share in the the glory of His risen life.
Imagine loving others without selfishness getting in the way. Imagine never again feeling the pull to lie or hurt
someone with your words. The struggle with sin will finally be over. We will enjoy life with our Saviour forever.

Hope Changes Today
What does that future have to do with school tomorrow or an argument with your brother or sister?

John tells us:
“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”
1 John 3:3

Knowing that we will see Jesus gives us a reason to follow Him today. Because we belong to Him, we want our choices
to please Him.

That might mean admitting you were wrong after an argument. It could mean refusing to join in when someone
becomes the target of a group chat. Following Jesus reaches into ordinary moments.
You will still stumble. When you do, confess your sin to God and ask Him for help. Your confidence rests in the Saviour
who forgives and keeps His people. He is still at work in you. You do not have to know everything about your future to
trust the One who holds it.

-STUDENT DEVOTIONAL-

YOUR FUTURE IS SAFE WITH JESUS
1 JOHN 3:1-3
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